THE PERSONAL RULE OF LOUIS XIV
Louvois and Louis XIV took little interest in strategic man-
oeuvres; their preference was for the siege warfare brought into
fashion by the Dutch, engagements having as their main object
to assist or raise the siege of a fortress. The art of fortification
became an essential part of war. The engineer Vauban was charged
by Louvois with the control of the new corps of military engineers,
which was the origin of the modern genie militaire, or corps of
engineers in the French army. He perfected the technique already
practised in the Ottoman and Dutch armies by completing the
revolution in the type of fortifications hitherto accepted by the
whole world since the days of antiquity. High or 'dominant'
fortifications, formed of lofty stone walls, were no longer able to
withstand artillery and were accordingly replaced by low,
{rasanf fortifications, 'a la Vauban', as they were called, in*which
the stone rampart defended by a broad ditch was completely
hidden by the gently sloping counterscarp and covered with a
thick layer of earth to deaden the bullets.
5THE   GONSEIL   D5ETAT   AND   THE   INTENDANTS
Louis had preserved certain bodies known as councils (conseils),
composed of 'men of the robe', for dealing with the detailed ad-
ministration of the realm; the only one of these which left any
lasting trace on the governmental system of France was the
Conseil d*£tat (Council of State), whose function it was both to
draw up the royal ordinances and regulations and to judge suits
between individuals and the State. It has survived up to the
present day and still possesses the same functions; it is still the
supreme court for suits arising out of administrative questions and
has a far more expeditious procedure than that of the ordinary
tribunals. This type of judicial procedure, which is opposed to
the tradition of the English-speaking countries, has served as a
model for almost all countries on the continent of Europe.
In the interior of the kingdom the powex of the king was, in
practice, exercised by the *intendants of justice, police, and
finance'; since the time of Mazarin there had been one of these in
every gentmlitf, and Brittany had had one since 1694,. The in-
tendant held no office; he acted in virtue of a commission granted
by the king and revocable at his will. The almost unlimited power
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